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CUUMPANRE DU. 


W hereby it may appeare, whether of them 


is more for the ſafcty of ſoules, the reformation of 


mens lives.the advancement of a pure worſhip, 
the praiſe of godlineſle, the aboliſhment of Po- 
pery and prophaneneſlez with the rooting out 
of Secs and Schiſmes , and for preſerva- 
tion of Unity and Peace amongſt us. 
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The Pres byterie. 


The Prelacte. - 


I I. 


| 

2Pp-X His is found 1n Holy | 2:4 His 15 not to be found 11 
$9 Writ , and the Holy | @37I@S the Apoſtles writings , 
xs Ghoſt is pleaſed to men- | FS nor doth the HolyGhoft 

SF tion it by name, (1 Tm. 2 vouchſiate to name it,as 

.) for the due honour there- | eng an over-topping title which 


hrilt approves not of, 


IT; l 1, 
This confiſts of Presbyters, called ! This conſiſts of Prelates, called 


A 2 Elders, 


 — | ATE. 
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Eldert, r T5#..5. 17. or Parochiall | Dioceſan Lord Biſhops, Lording 
Biſhops , or Biſhops of particular * over th-ir brethren contrary to 
| Congregations, «At: 20. 17, 28, | Chriſts forbidding, Mar.20. 25,25. 
Ph. t. 1. of equall authority a- , and Lording over their people, 
mong themſclves,not Lording over ; contrary to the charge of 5. Peter, 
Gods heritage, | 1 Peter 5+ 3 

I 11. 8 F 
Theſe have a divine Inſtitution j; Theſe have no divine Inſtitution, 
by the Holy Ghoſt, ets. 20. 25, | there 1s for their preſent itanding 
and are ordained by the Apoltles, , no warrant from Chrilts word; Lut 
Atts 14. 23. and by the Apoſtles , what they reſt upon are two falſe 
commandment , T 244 1. 5.7. and Polt{cripts, Apocryphall writings 
have warrant we ſee t:om the Ca- | added to the end of the tecond Epi- 
nonicall Scriptures. itle to Trmorhy, and. the other to 

TH ts 

AN I V. 

Theſe were joyned with the A- | There js no mention made of 
poltles, and fate in the Councell at | theſe kinde of Biſhops, they had 
leraſalem with them; and with , then no beeuig ; nor was there in 
them made and ſent out by the dt- J this Councell then any mention at 
re&tion of the Holy Ghoſt the De- | all of any Biſhop , .nor any as yet 
crees, Atts 15. 4:6. 22. 23. 28. & | had that name till Pauls preaciung 
16. 4. & 21-18-25, - at Epheſus, who firſt mentioned the 

| name of Biſhops, As 20.28. and 

yet meaning no other then Elders, Yerſe 17. neither then, nor long 
after, Tirwus 1,5: 7: 

"IP; V. 

Theſe Elders were they who by | Theſe Loraly Dioceſan Biſhops 
d;vine authority d1d Dis ag Bo ted os no rule yer us 1N Tho Lord ; 
called Elders that ruled , of ſuch , it they have, let them from Holy 
ſpeaketh the Apoſtle, 1:/ $gp.5. 17. | Scripture ſhew it as the Elders can; 
Heb.13. 24. and thc copfttd an the truth 1s, the rale which theſe 
Apoſtolicall charge, to know them ! exerci{e-is meerely humane, and 
to beoverthem, in 1 The. 5. 12. ; from the authority of men ; as hath 
and to rule over them, H:6. 13+ 7. ' heretofore been acknowledged by 
and the people were to obey them, | themſelves. 
and fuvbinit to them, Verſe. 17. What | 
can be more clcarely dehvered out of the Text. 
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VI. | | VI. 

The rule of theſe was Ariſtocra- | The rule of theſe ts Monarchicall, 
ticall and conjoynt , and therefore | and but one in a Citie, and over a 
we rcade plurally of Elders ; the | great Dioceſle , extending their 
Biſhops in one Citie, Atts 20. 17. power very farre beyond that they 
Phil 1. 1. Yea, Elders were ordai- ; are able to perfarme. 
ned 1 every Church and Citic ; | 
ACS 1 4. 23. Titre 15 | Les 

V1.1; | VII. 

Theſe rule after God, according ; Theſe rule after the will of man, 
to his Word,and according to ſuch | and according to either Popith, or 
Con{titutions as thall de genera ly , their owne acviſed Canons, thrult 
(with one conſent) agreed upon, . upoh the people after the plcaſure 
and warranted by the Ward. | 3nd luſt of ſoine, without warrant 

| from Holy Scripture : the truth 
of this appcares from their former and late Canons. 


VIII, | V'LIL. 

Lheſe can and doe rule ſpiritually | Theſe neither can , nor doe rale 
after a ſpirituall manner , Withour ; ſpiritually after a {pirituall manaer; 
pompe aud great revenues , With- | but with pompe : they cannot bear 
out a traine of domeſticke atten- , up their Prelacie, but with great 
dants ; Without their Chancellors | revenues, with many attendants ; 
and Archdeacons , Commiſlaries, | and all theſe fore-mentioned , 
and Oticials,Surrogates ; Without | which the Presbyterian governe- 
Advocates, DoRors, and Procors; - ment hath utterly ſhaken off, as 
Withour charge of great fees , and ' both needlefle and very burtuens 
pecunary mul&s ; Without their | lonely grievous. 
pritons corporally.to puunth Delw- 

QUECNLS. | 
I'X+ IK. 

Theſe uſe no baſe nor no lewd | | Theſe uſe Apparttors and others 
Com; a:z1ons to come to call Debn- | ro cite men unto their Courts,very 
quents before then, | levwwd and baſe fullowes all of thei, 

. ; of an evill report among the peo= 


| ple« 
| 


>. : Xe 
:. Theſe calling offendors betorc | Theſe make gaine of the peoples 
A 3 _ them 
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them ; proceed religiouſly with | ſinnes by their tees, in all and eves 
them onely, ſecking their reforma- ! ry of their Courts, and ſeeke not 
tion and amendment ; (and fo they. | their amendment ; .for what one is 
finde it) and not to make. gaine of made the better by them? and jf 
the people , nor doe they ever ex- | any of them pay not fees , they are 
communicate any for not paying | excolnmunicated by them. 

fees: | 

X I. X 1. 

Theſe oppoſe all corruptions-1n | Theſe tolerate many corrupti. 
ods worſhip, the life and do- | ons 1n Gods worſhip , 1n mens do- 
arine in all-ſorts, as well in the ' &rine and lives 1 the Clergy; as is: 
Clergie as Laitie , witnout reſpect | knowne by ſhametull in{tafnces to 
of perſons, to honour thereby.their | the Houſe of Parliament , and in 
Chriſtian protelſion,and to procure | the Laity, who it great , fearing to 
#lory to God, and ſalvation to ma- | meddle with them; if rich, by ma-. 
py ſoules- : king gaine of them ; if very poore, 
 negleQting them becauſe no money 
is to be had to the great diſgrace of profeſſion, to Gods great diſho- 
nour , .and to the-fearetull damnation of many foules left to themſelves ; 
»f the truth thereof God and n11 can witneſle, 


XTIT. | VII; 
Theſe make and ordaine a prea- | Theſe make and ordaine. a read- 
ching Miniltry, ſetting over every | ing Mmiltry, allow Pluraliſts,Non- - 
particular Congregation a_fit Pa- | reſidents, idle Miniſters , many gi- 


{tor, re{ident and paintull, onely at- | ving themſelves unto the world. ; 


tending his focke , and whol y g!- | not a few Maſter Doctors intru- 
ving himſelfc unto his Maniſtry,and.: ding themſelves into - ſecular af- 
not putting oft his charge to a Cu- * faires, putting off their Cures to 
rate. ; 1ome poore.Curates. 
pee | X14, 

Theſe allow not any one of them Teeſe take upon them to or-- 
upon hinieltc to ordaine. _ | dame alone. 

i. Any Miniſter alone. To Make a Miſter, without a 

2, Nor any man altogether to oe | charge : to be ſome Curate , or to 
Minither, without a particular Hock | employ himſclfe otherwiſe till a Li- 
to attond upon. ; V1ng tall. 

3. Not.-to bee made to pay any | To be made to pay his fees for 
thing tor tus Ordmation,, for a L:- | Ordination, and Licenſe; and when 


cenle 
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cenſe to preachyfor Inſtitutions and | hee is to be admittet mts his Le 
Thductions: | ving, to pay for Inſtititioctand Fri 
' 4 Not to ſweare Canonicall o- | duction, with other gratuttics to the 

edience to them, Prelates ſervants, andthe gentle- 
| men Apparators ; and arefarcee 
o!weare Canonicall obedicnce to their Lordly Authoritic, 
| XIV, | X 1'V. | 
| Theſe Ordaining Miniſters doe | Theſe make Miniſters pon Night 
toughly try them ,,not childiſhly | tryall, and in their Ordination the 
' asking of queſtions read out | Biſhop out of booke readeth' iis 
* beoke, and anſwers made | queſtions,and the Parties to beOr- 
kreto upon the fame booke z but * dain'd anſwer thein , by reading ith 


Wiſedome as: thall bee thouMt | the book very babulhly; andinſtead 
ting for them to aske , and the ! of falting,theLords day afterEmber 
rdained to anſwer unto with | weeke ; and for prayers;they read? 
derſtanding ,. and this is. done | the Letany and ſome ſhort Collecs 
th falting: and prayer very 1o- | out of the book : thus Nightly doing 
mely. | one of the weighticl{t works of the 


Miniſtry in the Church'of Chriſt. 
| XV. EE | 
[Theſe having thus ordained Pa-\ Theſe having ordained Miniſters, 
's over Congregations , predle | Inflitated and Indudted them, al- 
m to preach unto their flockes, | low them not to preach, except 
thereof to be very caretull, or \ they come and procure a: Licenſe 
thall they bee called before | fo to doe : Which when they tiave 
m, and cenſured” for nogle& of ] gotten, though they ſeldome or ne- 
Ir duty herein. | Ver preach, they are never called 
| 1Qto queſtzon for the ſame : fo be 
 1t they reade their Service. 

XVI. XVI, 

Thete mpoſe not needlefſe Ce: ; Theſe impoſe theſe Ceremonies, 
nics ; Croſle,and the Surplice, | as fo neceflary,that thgy.cry ont No 
luch like:, to bee uſed 1n tae | Ceremony,no Bithop, though they 

i of Gods: worthip ; for they know what S. Pas/ ſaith rouching 
ve the Apoltolicall rules tor * the ate-of things indifferent ; they 

| ferent things, and know how ; neither obſerve hiSCanons,nor tear 

Yoully they thould finhe 1n _im- ' to lay* a ſtumbling=blocke before 

| :aDy iach things upen Min | their brethren , noi to NOTES 

| [EIS, 
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ters, not ſafficiently-perſwaded of ſciences, nor to cauſe them to)pe 
' the lawfulneſle thereof. | 1th , for whom Chrilt ded , nd 
| ; | doe they care to fin againit Chrilt 
' of all which foure evills Saint Pax/ ſpeakes in the 14. of the Rowan 
wverl,1t. 1 { orevn- 11, IN. 
Pg X VII. | | XVII. - 
Theſe pumzſh no Miniſters for Yet theſe ſmners againſt Chr 
neglecting any indifferent, but for | doe not onely 1eeKe to Kill fowe 
neglect of performing neceſſary by woundivg'of conſcitences, m 
dutics to God and men- | king them-to perith ; but have 
| | ned many faithfull Miniſters 
their eſtatcs, by ſuſpenſions and deprivations ; yea, they have kiFd th 
bodies by impriſonment , and all this onely for not-conformity , pad] 
by many others negletting neceſlary duties, being conformable. Oy 
heavens ſtand altonithed and wonder. 
X VIII. | X VIII. 
Theſe ſecke Paſtors for to feed Theſe ſeeke out and ſearch fl 


the people, and to tit then for the | the fattelt Paiſonages to , 


Congregations , as they are lefle or ; themſelves, and to ht their ca 
greater, and learned or otherwile , | mindes , carefully preferring thi 
and may be molt for the perfecting |; Sonnes , thejr Chaplaines , - 
of the Saints, the worke of the M1- | Friends, Kinſmen, and Favorit 
niltry, avd the edifying the body | endeavouring ſometime to depr! 
of Chrilt , Epheſ. 4+ 12. ſuch they | true Patrons by cunning bite 
eat cfully prcterre without ſiniſter | the right of Patronage, to-plac 
ends, | ' whom they pleaſe; reſpeing 
| perſons, and not the {pirituall g 
| of the people. 
XIX XIX. 
 Thefe ſtudy carefully with all di- | Theſe ſtudy carnally to their 
tigence to hokl up goodneſle , and | molt power, that they may 
that ſunne in all forts may ve ſpee- , up their owne greatneſle , and} 
dily cut off, | nouriſh people 1n goodnefle : if 
; ſtrive not againſt. {inne , but ra 
how to ſecure themſelves 1n their Lordly ſtand 
XN, | X X. 
This Presbyterian Government * This Prelacze therefore all 
therefore admitteth of foure kinds , eth of'no ſuch Afiemblies , tor 


T he Presbytery and Prelaty compaPed, 


ry 
/ 


or degrees of Aſſemblies, for the | they fear thereby their own down- 
well governement of all in onely | fall ; and for that they onely would 


caulſcs Ecclefiaſticall. 


XXlI. 
The firſt is the Allembly of the 


knowledge and holielt life in-all 


the Pariſh : their number are moe 
or fewer , according to the large - 
nefle or ſmallneſſe of the Pari(hio- 
ners ; they are choſe with the 
peoples conſent 1n their preſence, 
and ſolemnely admitted to” their 
charge : their meeting 1s weekely, 
by theſe (to wit, the Paſtor and 
Elders) are Pariſhes well ordered, 
as the Law of God, and Law Ec- 
cleiiaſticall of the Land appoint 
them, according to the Wotd:s To 
theſe Aflemblies come another ſort 
called Deacons. to reTeive dire. 
ons in their duty concerning the 
poore ; for about them 1s the Dea- 
cons employment, men grave, hol- 
ding the myſtery of faith in a good 
CONICIence, 1 Tim. 3.2 


| 


| 


| have the guiding of all, w all mat- 


ters Eccleltaſticall. 
XX. 
This 15 not allowed at any hand 
under this Prelacy , but inſtead 
thereof, 1n many Pariſhes is a blind 


go0verne. Secondly, there are two 
Church-wardens , and with them 
two Side men ; not choſen ever 
for their knowledge and godly life,. 
but by houſe rous chofcn tacy ve , 
as the houſe falls, and in ſome pla- 


| Ces otherwile , but admitted to 


their charge not after a ſolemne. 
manner , but by their names ſer 
downe in a buoke their common 
othice 1s knowne neither Paltor 
nor theſe have any rule Eccleſtaſtt- 
call, but the Chutch-wardens mult 
appeare twice yearly to forſ{weare 
themielves at Viſitations , to pay 
money for a booke of Articles, and. 
to make preſcntments to the Eccle- 
flalticall Courts, according to theſe 
Articles , onely to helpe the Ordi- 
naiy,the Regltters Apparittors with 
money , but nothing reform'd in 
mens lives,tut perhaps glafſe. win- 


dowes, arid Churck walfs amended, Bells broken , and Ropes prepared, 


Pulpirs, Seats, Surplſes,and Communion Tables to be all fit; weighty 


inatters. : 


There be al{6'in every-Pariſh over ſeers of the poore., ſach as they 


2cc, 


B. ALES 
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XXII. | [524 XKIT; 


By this Aſſembly weekely at | By this their Prelaticali way , 
hom«s among themſelves , the {pi- | and want of the Parochian Seition, 
rituall eſtate of the people 1s looked | all things goe awry, and great js 
into ; their walking allo towards | the ſpurituall mufcry of the people; 
God, and one towards another m ; they live in much ignorance , little 
love : Religion is upheld, and the | power 1s there of the life of rclic'- 
exerciſe thereof ; Gods worſhip | on, their worſhip is but cuſtoma: y, 
kept and upheld from pollution , | the Sacrament 1s greatly propha- 
Sacraments from being prophaned ; ned by unwortay Comnunicants , 
by the keeping backe of unworthy | open arunkaras , knowne adulte- 
perſons , ſcandals and offences re= | rers, common {wearers, &c. 

moved, abuſes reformed in breach | On the holy Sabbath the Lord 1s 
of the Sabbath, vertue nouriſhed,8 ! dilnonoured , much vice ralgong 
vice 15s ſuppreſled, in perſons tk among them , in them ; thew fami- 
in families by the othce of theſe ! lies, {to the great griefe of tuch as 


Elders, throughout the whole Pa-| feare God ) who complaining of 
riſh, tothe joy of well-doers , and | them , {hall be heard ; perhaps it 


without chargeable expences to | may befor the Court to get money, 
tne Delinquents, fm: it others complaine of thele , 
they ſhall ſurely teele the weight 
| of malice and'll will. 
XXL. ae 655 Oy 
The ſecond is, The Prerbyreriall'| Under this Prelacic is, no ſuch , 
or Claſſicall meeting : which con- | Presbyteriall Aſlembly. © 

fiſts of particular Paſtors of parti- | Here are certaine Deanaries, 18 
cular CRE in a certain cxrcuit, | every of which 1s held an idle Vi- 
1uch like to our ſeverall Deana- | ſitation by an *Archdeacon , or his 
ries; and as witch us there be many | Subſtitute once 1 halte a yeare, to 
Deanar1cs, ſo arc there to be many | this reſort all the Miniſters within 
Presbyteries. COR that Deanary where the Viſitation 

Here an Elder of every Pariſh, | 1s kept: Bon ies 
appointed by the particular Seſſion | Hereto come the Church-war- 
thereof, doth come and meet with | dens aiid $ide-men, and ſuch as 
the Miniſters ; and with theſe o- | have Wilks to prove. | 
thers alſo intending the Miniſtry, | Where we have a Sermon made 
who here exercite their gifts. {by ſuch a one as the Archdeacon 
This meeting of theirs is ſome- | {hall get & appoint, after which all 


where 
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where once a weeke, but it may be | 
once a fortnight, or at fartheſt once 
4n a moneth. | 
This hath the power of Juriſ{di- 
on and Ordination , Deprivati- 
on, Viſitation, tryall of Proceſle, of 


3 
the Miniſters by name are cal'd to 
ſhew their appearance, Dut 10 try- 
all of their gitts,nor any ſuch things 
as be mentioned an the Presoytery: 
they pay there their Paſchals and 
 Procurations , but none. hardly 


Excommunication from the Paro- 
Aon tothe | 
Miniſter of the Parklt to CERN: 
municate, if need be. 


Cualli Seflion , and dir; 


A 


Here the life and done, the | 
diligence of 'Minitters {within'the | 


Presbyter1e) 1$-look'd into, and 10 


Elders,and the difobedience of any 


know why. Then the Chu-ch- 
wardens & Side-men are called, 6: 
an Oath adminiſtred, with Articlcs 
to make their 'Pprefcatments by z 
then if any have Wills to prove, 
they bring them, and an Oath1s al- 


hs. | fo ad miniſtred to the Executor:. * 
the tives and behaviours of- their | 


\Which . done, _ the Afembly 
breakes up to goe to dinner; after 


one to the Seſſion , 1s with authori- 


ty cenſured: 4 

This 1s begun and: ended with 
Prayer, as religious meetings 
ſhould ever bc. | 


XXIV. 
The third 1s called 4 Provincial | 
Synod: there be many fuch with 
us as Dtocefles. ; 
This conſiſts of all ſach Presby- 
teries within ſuch a circuit, as may 
be ike our Diocefles , and every 


| 


which, the Church-wardens and 
Side-men doe come againe before 
the Judge of the Court to give in 
their preſentments. 
This done , all is ended without 
a bleiling. Ks 
XXIV. 

Here 1s no ſuch Provincial Sy- 
nod, but the Prelates trienmiall Vi- 


 [1tatiog , whither doe come all the 


Miniſters our of every Deanary, 
one day after another , where the 
Prelate 1s , which commonly 1s at 


Synod 15 Kept twice a yeare. | 
hitherto come all the Miniſters, 
and one Elder from every Pariſh. 
It's begun with Prayers and Prea- ; 
ching, by a Moderator of a former 
Synod , who 1s ever here choſen ; 
and when he hath done , another 1s 


choſen for the preſent. 


the Cathedrall Church , where he 
fits withrhis Chancellors. It's be - 
gun with & Sermon, after which 
the Prelate makes a Speech, ſuch 
as he pleaſeth ro utter. 

Here is caling of Miniſters and 
Church-wardens , but no tryall of 
Minifters gifts, nor enquiry of their 


Then they proceed to try all the ; 
Presbytertes, how they have orde- | 


proficiency ; but here is paying of 
Procurations,& buying of Licenges | 
Þ,2 red } 


— _ — a 
IFSC... 
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red themſcives'm their meetings ,-! to reade prayers and to preach, and 
and faithfully diſcharged the OWEer | | £1ving money to the gentleman 
and authority commirted to them, Apparitor. 

and this tryall is by the records pre- | | The Church-wardens- made to 
ſented to the Synod by the Clarke | ſweare, and are to buy a booke of 
of every Presby tery. In the end | Articles, and make preſentments 
they conclude with Prayer. to the Chanccllour, who receives 

Here 1s no calling for Procurati- ; their Bils. 
ons, nor purchaling of Licenſes;zno| Here the Miniſters ſhew their 
paying of money to an Apparitor, Orders and Licenſes (ſuch as have 
nor to a Regiſter to ſhew letters of thein} to the Regilter , who gets 
Orders tor better, and not for ſuch | much money for them. 
baſe cnds. is this pious Synod kept, | If the Prelate have any private 

| buſinefle with-this Clergy, or to 
crave a.beneyolence , (which dare not be denyed him) he calls them 
together 10 private by themſelves. = 

Which ended, they may depart and goe as they came, W ithout any 
religious care of them: the Prelate goes to his Pallace with his traine, 
and the Chancellor by an Apparator invites the abler fort of Miniſters 
to dine with him at an Inn, to their proper coſt. | 

XXV. | XXY. 

The fourth ayd laſt meeting is } Here 1s no {ugh Nationall Aſſem- 
The Generall and Nationall. Iffe mbly, | bly, but a meeting called a Convo- 
the higheſt Eccletaſtical Tulica- cation , when wee have a YParlia- 
tory , aud kept commonly once a | ment, which js in-two Provinces ; 
ycare at the place appointed, | one at 7 orke , W which the Arch- 

This conſiſts of Miniſters and El- | Biſhop of Tore is Prefident ; and 
ders, from every Presby rery,where | the. wa at London , where the 
are alſo preſent. perſons: of higheſt ! Archbiſhop of Canterbary is Pre- 
place, : and of the Nobulttie. - |. , | fident ; ruling and commanding, Or 

This is began with a day of Hu- | connngly contriving to bring a- 
miliation : after. which IS choſen | bout what-eycr pteaicth [11N. 
by the Aflembly, a M miſter to bee | Here meet al the Prelates , all 
Moderator or Urefident. Here is | the great Deanes and Archgdeacons, 
handled all cautes Eccleliattzcall , andrh reſt of the Vi claticall body; 
COmeer ning the whole Church of and to theſe. come two Miwmilters 

CGod,every one harh his free voice: called Clerks out ot every Niocelle, 
doubts and ſcraples are propoun | Fo repreient all the relt of- tag = 
ac 
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ded, and ſatisfied ; and whatſoever | niſters:choſen theſe (hows be-n eo- 
is ordained , is with conſent of all : | ly by the reſt of their brethren ; but 
there be alio cholen out certaine ? are appointed by the Lording re. 
Commiſſioners, to preſent what of; lates, ſuch as they belt Hke of. The 
al is thought ht to the Parhament, | Nobles and Gentry have nothing 
the King, the Counſel of the King, ; to doe here ; the Prelates have ever 
or the Convention of the Eſtates. }j had rhe Laitie, as they call them in 

contempt , {corning they ſhould 
meddle in cauſes Ecclefiaſticall , though never ſo learned and wiſe": 
here their corrupt dealing need not to te farther laid open, it's {o open- 
ly knowne and condemned by the Parhament. 
XXVL, | XXVI. 

' By this moſt happy fubordinat} By the unhappy want of ſuch 
on of thelc toure, {tands the beauty } lively meanes here, and the over- 
and ſtrength of the Church Go topping power of this Prelacie, 
vernment, comfortable to all godly | many paintull Miniſters have beene 
Paitois and Profcſiors ; onely di- | fuppreſied, many people have been 
ſtaltctwll to Prelaticall ſpirits, to | greved, Papiſts, Athcifts,Semi-pe- 
Papitts, Atheilts, Hereticks, Schif- | lagian Hereticks have encr-1ted ; 
maricis , prophane and Machiavt | Scparatiſts ( through the Prelates 
I1an Statuts ; for by this Uoverne- | ſeverity in preiſing ot Ceremonies) 
ment all theſe are cruſhed jn them, ; have mul:iplyed , the prophane 
firſt appearing in Paruthes by rhe | have growne into much baſenefle, 
Sellion weekely , or jn the Rurall } more and more by their proclat- 
Presbytery monethly, or by theq ming of liberty to prophane the: 
Provincial Synod in the halfe year; Lords day ; and by their corrupt 
but if thete be not {o prevalent on a } Courts: the proofe hereof is the 
{udden, yet are they mightily fup- ? comunon expericace of all this 
prefied once 11 a yeare by a Natio- | Land. | 
nall Agemoly. 

XX VLL | XX VII. 

Under this Presoyterian Go Under this Prelacy and Prelati- 
vernment godly Minudters and PCo- | call Government , mach'pre aching 
ple-are much encouraged , 1o prea- , 1$n0t valued, but rather tupprefied, 
Ching, in hearing, in frequentinz | as it of late hath beene. © 7 
SCrmons,1n conferring together at- | They give no heartning to peo- 
ter SCLmOon, 11 falting and praying, | ple to follow the meaas of know 


B 3 no 


L 2 Te Presbytery avd Prelacy compared. 


no hinderance of neighbourly and | ledge conferring after Sermons , 
Chriltian meetings, to reade godly | reading together .of good bookes, 
mens booxes, allowed to be prin- | ſinging of Plalmes , and Praying 
ted, No ett, but rather heartning | together, and ſuch Chrultian mee- 
for one to inftruX another; to build | tings,fill Prelaticall ſpirics with the 
up, to edttie one a10ther, without | ſpirit of ] ealoutic , & cauſeth them 
wicked jealouſte of unlayytiul con-j to hunt atter ſach perſons, and to 
yenticling, wheredy Kn»\viedge of] cite them for Conventiclers;where- 
God 1ncreafeth, ana brotheclylove | by they hinder the growth” of 
4mong the people, grace, aad the ancreaſe of Chrilti- 
TEE | an love, knowledge,faith,and god- 

ly watchfaulneſle one over another, much to be withed. 


XX YI... SIDE © <tr 


This doth allure none unto 1t , | 'This hath all worldly allurements 
but onely the warrantablenefle of | whatſoever may entice carnal] 


it, the goodnefle of it ; the ſingular | mindes to entertain and hold jtuþ, 


benefit which commeth thereby | as greatnefle , riches and pompe, 
to the Churches of Chriſt , where ) glory, high eltates 1n dignitie, plea- 
it is erected; to wit, the {afety of | lure and profit, caſe 3 'and what 
ſoules, the beating downe of jinne | not, that may {avour. of the fleſh , 
and iniquity , the humbling of the | the fruits whereof are peoplcs ig. 
people by often ſet faſtings , and } norance , prophaneneſle , hicenci- 
other holy duties, which all that ouſnefle, liberty; negle& in moſt, 
feare God {honld more aftet in | and contempt in many holy duties. 
*Eccleſiaſticall government,;then all | privately aad in families, rezgning 
earthly prcterment, ! t1nnes in. puvlike, to be with teares 
| lamented, no way to be fuffered 

nor 3s ſuffered 1n a right ordered Church Governement. « 

' 
XXIY. XXI%Y. 


Ttvs is the governement of the | Thus 1s the government of the 
Churches of Chriſt , the reformed | Papall power , under that Romiſh 
Charches,with which we confefle Antichrilt,againſt which we maxe 
our ſelves to be ofae;zand never was | open profeilion; and is a governe- 
it Calt out , Where once jt was Ere- | ment rejected by all the Churches 


Red, 
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Aed,and carefully pratiled among 
them, as any way hurttull to reli- 
g10N, Or the Civil State: 


13 
reformed, and caſt out as huntfull 


to the Church of Chriſt, and to 2 
Civill State ; and is nov ſo judged 


to be by many worthies in Parlia- 


| ment, and that very juitly. 


> S, %, © 
This, {nce the begumning of Re- 
formation , hath becnc detired of 


| 


This hath beene upheld by {el- 
dome preaching Prelates, by thc 


pa;ntull and conſcionavle lcachers, 
and in following their deſtes to 
enzoy it, have ſuffered much, as all 
know, for their writing and prea- 
ching, praying, and petitioning to 
Soveraigne Authoritie and Parlia- | 
ment for the ſame. 

Laltly, this could never yet bee 
endured here ; to make a tyall of | 


It, and to difcerne it 1n the happy | 


fruits of 1t, as 1s humbly deſired by 


like Doors, by Pluraliſts and 
Non=-1 etidents, Idle Miniſters, De- 
pendants upon Eccleliaſtical 
Courts, ſuch as cate cf the fat, and 
hope for preferment to themſelves 
and to theirs ; theſe have beenc 
perſecutors , but voluntarily never 
came to ſufter for meere Prelacie, 


but for other nu{demeanors,it they 
have ſuftered. 


many thouſands to be admutted. 


Laltly , this hath ſtood up tull 
foureſcore yeares, and 1s well 
knowne with the unhappie fruits 


_ of it ; and therefore voted againſt in the Houſe of Commons. 


